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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on March 28, 2003 has been entered. Claims 1 , 3, 
10, 14, 22 and 30 have been amended. Claims 4, 19 and 25 have been cancelled: No 
claims have been added. Claims 1-3, 5-18, 20-24, and 26-32 are still pending in this 
application, with claims 1, 14 and 22 being independent. This action is made final. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 objected to because of the following informalities: claim 4 has been 
deleted, therefore it is inappropriate that claim 6 depends on claim 4. Therefore, 
appropriate correction is required. For examination purpose, Examiner assumes that 
claim 6 depends on claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-18, 20-24 and 26-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DePond et al. (U. S. 6,317,488). 

Regarding claims 1, 22 and 23 DePond teaches a call-waiting apparatus (Fig. 1, 
item 12), comprising: a line connector (Fig. 1, item 50) for connection to an incoming 
telephone line (Fig. 1 , item 49), a phone connector (Fig. 1 , item 54) for connection to a 
telephone handset (Fig. 1, item 40), and a modem/fax connector (Fig. 1, item 52) for 
connection to a computer modem (Fig. 1 , item 56) or fax machine; a controller (Fig. 1 , 
item 20) coupled to the line connector, phone connector, and the modem/fax connector, 
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the controller including an automatic mode (Fig. 1, item 20) in which upon detecting a 
call-waiting signal from an incoming communication the controller automatically causes 
a connection between the line connector and the modem/fax connector to be changed 
to a connection between the line connector and the phone connector and the 
connection with the computer modem or fax machine to be disconnected (Col. 3, lines 
23-35). DePond does not teach a reset timer that prevents a reconnection of the 
connection between the line connector and the modem/fax connector for at least twenty 
seconds once the connection between the line connector and the modem/fax connector 
is changed to a connection between the line connector and the phone connector to 
prevent a reconnection attempt by the computer modem or fax machine. However 
Depond teaches putting the current connection (modem connection) on hold and make 
a connection to the incoming caller. The Internet call management (Fig. 1, item 12) 
monitors the phone line to detect when the user hangs up the phone to reconnect the 
modem to its previous connection (Col. 3, lines 45-54). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made That 
DePond's controller is a better timer which prevents a reconnection of the connection 
between the line connector and the modem/fax connector for as long as the user 
wishes. 

Regarding claims 2 and 24, DePond further teaches the controller further 
includes a manual mode in which upon detecting a call-waiting signal from an incoming 
communication, the controller actuates one or more alarms indicating an incoming 
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communication, the manual mode allowing a user to take the communication, causing a 
connection between the line connector and the modem/fax connector to be changed to 
a connection between the line connector and the phone connector, or not take the 
communication wherein the connection between the line connector and the modem/fax 
connector is maintained (Col. 3, lines 23-35 and Fig. 3, item 88). 

Regarding claim 3, DePond teaches the apparatus includes a switch for the 
automatic mode (Fig. 1, item 36). DePond does not teach a switch for manual mode. 
However a switch for manual mode is an old and well-known method. A user can 
always unplug his modem connection when he wants to pick up his incoming call. 

Regarding claim 15, DePond further teaches the controller includes a reset timer 
that prevents a re-connection of the connection between the line connector and the 
modem/fax connector for at least twenty seconds once the connection between the line 
connector and the modem/fax connector is changed to a connection between the line 
connector and the phone connector (Fig. 1 , item 38). 

Regarding claim 5, DePond further teaches the controller includes one or more 
integrated circuits (Fig. 1, item 20). 
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Regarding claim 6 and 26, DePond further teaches the apparatus wherein the 
one or more integrated circuits includes one or more low power-consumption (Fig. 1 , 
item 35), CMOS-type integrated circuits (Fig. 1 , item 20). 

Regarding claims 7, 16 and 27, DePond further teaches the apparatus of wherein 
the connectors (Fig. 1 , items 50, 52, 54) are jacks, and the apparatus further includes a 
case for housing said controller and jacks (Fig. 1 , item 12). 

Regarding claims 8, 17 and 28, DePond further teaches the apparatus wherein 
the controller and connectors are part of a circuit board (Fig. 1 , item 12). 

Regarding claims 9, 18 and 29, DePond further teaches the controller includes a 
tone decoder with a center frequency of 440 Hz +/- 50 Hz (Col. 2, lines 57-60), and a 
response time of approximately 10 ms (Fig. 1, item 38). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 20 and 31 , DePond further teaches the apparatus is 
powered by one or more batteries (Fig. 1 , item 35). 

Regarding claims 12, 21 and 32, DePond further teaches the apparatus is 
powered by power from the incoming telephone line (Fig. 1 , item 49 and 35). 
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Regarding claims 13, DePond further teaches the line connector and the 
modem/fax connector are always connected and the controller causes the connection 
between the line connector and the modem/fax connector to be superseded by a 
connection between the line connector and the phone connector upon detecting a call- 
waiting signal from an incoming communication (Col. 3, lines 3-6). 

Regarding claims 14, 10 and 3, DePond further teaches a call-waiting apparatus 
(Fig. 1, item 12), comprising: a line connector (Fig. 1, item 50) for connection to an 
incoming telephone line (Fig. 1 , item 49), a phone connector (Fig. 1 , item 54) for 
connection to a telephone handset (Fig. 1 , item 40), and a modem/fax connector (Fig. 1, 
item 52) for connection to a computer modem or fax machine (Fig. 1 , item 56); a 
controller (Fig. 1, item 20) coupled to the line connector, phone connector, and the 
modem/fax connector, the controller including one or more low power-consumption (Fig. 
1 , item 35), integrated circuits (Fig. 1 , item 20), the controller including a mode in which 
upon detecting a call-waiting signal from an incoming communication, the controller 
actuates one or more alarms indicating an incoming communication (Fig. 1, item 24 and 
26), the mode allowing a user to take the communication, causing a connection 
between the line connector and the modem/fax connector to be changed to a 
connection between the line connector and the phone connector, or not take the 
communication wherein the connection between the line connector and the modem/fax 
connector is maintained (Fig. 1 , item 36 and 38). 
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DePond does not teach integrated circuits that draw 15ms or less. However, 
such is old and well known and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made for a manufacture to design a device that draw 
less amount of electric to save energy. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims1-3, 5-18, 20-24, and 26-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7487. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Karen le 
KLL 




October 31, 2005 
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